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The correspondence between Mb. Davis, of 
South Carolina, and the Navy Department, toge- 
ther with the certificates annexed, will doubtless 
attract the earnest attention of all who are interest- 
ed eithsr in the culture or manufacture of Cotton. 
The result of the experiments now undertaken by 
the National Government, cannot fail to excite the 
best wishes of the patriot and statesman ; and if 
successful, will be hailed by the South as an event 
second only to the introduction of that rich trium- 
phant plant to her soil. 

The history of Cotton in this country, exhibits 
one of the most striking phenomena of the age in 
which we live. Forty years since, not one pound 
of Cotton was exported from the United States : 
now it amounts to 30,000,000 dollars, out of the 
858,000,000 of our exports. Then we imported 
Cotton from a great distance and at a very high 
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price : now we drive it out of every market in the 
world, by the abundance, cheapness, and superi- 
ority of American Cotton. 

' The country of its first cultivation is not certain- 
ly known ; it is believed, however, to be indigen- 
ous to the continents of Asia and Africa, as well as 
America; and to have been in the two former, as it 
is in some parts of the latter continent, a perennial 
plant. Its advance to a more northern latitude, to- 
gether With culture, has made it annual. 

The manufacture and use of Cotton wool was 
anterior to history. The Mummies of ancient 
Thebes are, down tothi^day, always found wrap- 
ped in Cotton cloth of close texture, good fabric, 
and apparent preservation^ India, Persia, China 
and Egypt, were clotted in Cotton three thousand 
•years ago : and now, in the nineteenth century, it is 
the golden fleece that hires the avaricious Argo- 
nauts of three quarters of the globe, to the shores of 
the new world. Known and used, beyond the me- 
mory or records of man, on two continents, it was 
the first specimen of aboriginal art that caught the 
eye of Columbus, on the person of the admiring 
savage of the Western hemisphere^ The use of 
this article seems to have been more ancient and 
general, than either silk, hemp or flax — and to pos- 
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sess perhaps, for all the useful and ornamental pur- 
poses^ advantages over all or either of them. It is 
whiter, as durable, and infinitely cheaper, than 
silk. It becomes whiter by washing — Silk pales, 
fades,, and becomes dingy under that operation. 
Cotton stockings (of the Sea Island growth) in con- 
sequence of these advantages, have become the 
court and fashionable dress of France. Common 
short staple Cotton, has similar advantages over, 
hemp and flax.* 

It would seem from the testimony subjoined, that 
Cotton is preferable to hemp, for the purposes of 
our navigation, as well from the intrinsic qualities 
of the thing itself, as from its importance to the 
wealth of the nation. 

1st. Cotton sails will wear longer than hempen 
or flaxen, as it is more elastic and flexible and will 
not so readily break from flapping: it is so much 
closer in its texture, that the wind does not pene- 
trate through it, and wear its threads by friction as 
in hemp or flax. 



*A single pound of Sea Island Cotton, which cost the importer 
one hundred and twenty-five cents in Liverpool, was returned to 
Charleston, S. C, in a nianufactured state, and sold for one hun- 
dred and ten dollars! Such is the astonishing qualities of this 
plant. 

1* 
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2d. It will not mildew, unless sized and starch 
ed, which is not necessary. 

3d. It holds wind better, and will propel a ship 
nearly one mile per hour faster, under a breeze at 
six miles per hour, than hemp or flax. 

4th. It is lighter and more easily handled. 

5th. It is not as combustible as flax or hemp. 

6th. It is cheaper now by 30 per cent., and would 
be cheaper, with competition in the manufactories. 

7th. It would require no oppressive duties ta 
protect the raw material. 

8th. The use of Cotton duck at home, would in- 
crease a like demand for the raw material of the 
planter, and the fabric of the manufacturer. 

9th. It is the richest staple of the nation, and the 
present product can be speedily gradrupled in the 
United States. 

The single fact that Cotton sails increase the ce- 
lerity of Ships, is sufficient, of itself, to ensure their 
general adoption. In times of peace, and for the 
ordinary purposes of commerce, the advantage of a 
mile per hour would be incalculable ; but in war it 
would not only often change the fate of squadrons 
and fleets, brit sometimes of nations. 

In addition to the above facts, the publisher has 
the authority to state, from a highly respectable 
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quarter, that the experiment is now making to 
caulk our public vessels with Cotton instead of 
hemp : that it is already acknowledged to be deci- 
dedly preferable to oakum : and a distinguished na- 
val officer is of opinion, that it is even superior to 
new hemp, which has of late been much used. — 
Upwards of sixty tons of foreign hemp has been 
thus consumed in caulking ships of war, which, it 
is now almost certain, will be abandoned, for the 
superior substitute of our own Cotton — a most in- 
teresting fact to the Cotton cultivator. 

It is also worthy of remark that it has been po- 
sitively ascertained that the use of hempen oakum 
for caulking the seams of vessels, has frequently 
* laid the seeds of the dry rot, and that sound Cot- 
ton after frequent experiments, has never yet been 
known to communicate such a dangerous infection 
to a ship's timbers. ' 

The Navy board have on trial, on board the fri- 
gate Constellation, corvet John Adams and three 
Sloops of War, the Cotton Duck of C. Crook, JrSs 
manufacture, since May, 1825 ; also, a supply of 
Duck for boat awnings, bags and hammock cloths r 
and, of x course bids fair, hereafter to work up an 
immense additional quantity of the raw material. 
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Copy of ft letter from Warren R. Davis, Esq. /o the Secreta- 
ry of the Navy, doted Washington, Augwt 13, 1829. 

I take the liberty, partly based on some personal 
intimacy, but chiefly as one of the representatives 
erf a neglected portion of this confederacy, of ad- 
dressing you on a subject that I consider of public 
interest. 

I respectfully request that you will cause an ex- 
periment to be made in the Naval service of the 
United States, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
fitness and utility of cotton as the principal element 
of sails, rigging, &c. and of its comparative cost, 
strength, durability, advantages and disadvantages. 
This request is predicated on information I have* 
received of the results of some partial experiments 
recently made in the United States' sloop-of-war, 
the Boston, lately returned from a South American 
Atlantic Station, and on other facts and experi- 
ments in the merchant service. That sails, rig- / 
ging, &c. of cotton fabric, have been long used in"* 
the navigation of the Grecian Archipelago is well 
known ; and the fact that the Austrian as well as 
the Greek ships in the Levant, are clothed entirely 
with that material, is amply sufficient to prove thai, 
cotton is there used, not as a substitute, but in pre* 
ference to hemp. Hemp is one of the staple pro- 
ductions of that country, and forms an important 
item in the list of her exports ; cotton is not, but is 
imported from other countries. I am informed that 
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the superior celerity of the Greek Ships, and what 
are usually .called the Baltimore clippers, is at* 
tributed, iu part, to their use of cotton canvass. It 
is said to hold wind better, and to make a difference 
of a mile distance in six. 

The main-topsail of the Boston, which I under- 
stand was mostly used and relied on during the 
long voyage from which she has just returned, was 
of cotton canvass ; and that experiment was abun- 
dantly satisfactory to the officers on board, of. its 
strength, durability, and usefulness. An officer of 
that ship, of skill, science, and the most scrupulous 
accuracy, has promised me a written statement of 
the facts referred to, as well, also, of some experi- 
ments in the merchant service ; these shall be fur- 
nished you as soon as received. These facts, to- 
f ether with the certificates subjoined, I hope will 
e considered sufficient to authorize a full and fair 
experiment ; especially as the cost of an extra set 
of sails, &c. would be but little, and repay that 
Mttle by their service. This application is justified 
not only by its probable important results, but by 
frequent and recent precedents. 

The navy Department have been repeatedly and 
pressingly importuned to test the comparative mer- 
its of American hemp, sail duck, &c; and in 1828 
the Naval Board of Commissioners made a full re- 
port on the subject, which was immediately follow- 
ed by a law imposing the heavy and oppressive duty 
of 845 per ton on. unmanufactured hemp, until the 
§0th June, 1829^ and 85 per ton, annually, until 
the duty shall be 860 per ton. A similar call was 
made in 1827, and responded to in 1828 by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, on the culture of silk^ 
If I mistake not, a resolution was adopted by the 
House of Representatives, at the last session of 
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Congress, directing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to digest a plan for supplying the American Navy 
with cordage and canvass of domestic produce and 
manufacture. The request I make is, at least, as 
humble ; it is only to use an article already within 
your reach, to test its usefulness and importance. 

If the result of the experiment should be, as I 
mo*t confidently expect, its importance to the nation 
w Jb» vast indeed It would increase the demand 
for alinost double the amount of cotton now annu- 
ally produced in the United States. If successful 
here, it would be speedily adopted by the (navigat- 
ing interests of other countries, and increase the de- 
mand, and open a market for that product to an 
amount beyond the reach of calculation. 

Hemp can be profitably cultivated only on a few 
rich alluvial spots or veins of land : but cotton (not 
unequally burthened as it now is) would yield to 
honest industry, wealth and comfort, from the 36th 
degree of north latitude to the utmost verge of our 
southern, and south western limits. The wealth 
added to the general stock of national riches by the 
cultivation of hemp, is small, indeed, according to 
the Treasury reports, from 1818 to 1827, inclusive.. 
During the latter year, the exports of hemp, can- 
vass and cordage, amounted only to 863,074; but 
the exports of cotton, during the same year, from 
seven states only, amounted to 829,359,545 ; that 
article alone being of greater value than all other 
exports of all the other states together, and yield- 
ing, by the duties imposed upon its returning ex- 
changed value, mote than half the revenue of this 
government. But however advantageous the ex- 
periment may prove to a particular section of our 
country, I admit that it can properly be asked for, 
or expected, on theground alone of national interest. 
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In the present ease, Ac result can be of no local 
or sectional interest, unless it proves useftd and be- 
neficial to the nation. The former will depend up- 
on, and be the consequence alone of the latter. 

Its success and future triumph will require no 
aid from legislation, no exclusive privileges for it- 
self, or burthens upon the industry, or encroach- 
ments upon the rights of others. 

I herewith enclose you a part of the testimony 
I have received, and have the honor, Ac. &c. 



Navy Department, August 24th, 18?9. 

Sir. — I have received your communication of the 
12th inst. containing your views of the expediency 
of introducing into our Navy, the use of cotton can- 
vass. 

The testimonials presented by you, from highlj 
respectable sources, of the result of various expe- 
riments in the merchant service, added to the trial 
made of a topsail of that material, during the late 
cruise of the sloop of war Boston, are sufficiently sa- 
tisfactory to authorize a more extended experiment. 

The fitness of this great staple of our country for 
the manufacture cf canvass, suitable for naval pur 
poses, shall, as it deserves, be fully and fairly test- 
ed. • 

I have accordingly, with the approbation of the 
President, ordered a full suit of sails, for the sloop- 
of-war Peacock, now fitting for sea, to be made -of 
cotton canvass. 

I am very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

JNO. BRANCH. 

Hon. Warren R.Davis. 
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THE TESTIMONY. 



fVmhington, Dec. «, 1889. 

Gentlemen,— I have the satisfaction to inform you that 
Gen. Smith and myself this day called on the Secretary of the 
Navy, and in speaking of the quality of your Cotton Duck the 
Secretary assured me, that a fair and full trial should be made 
of it, in order to see if it can be safely brought into general use 
for the Navy of the United States. I hope that the experiment 
may prove successful, and shall take care to inform you the result. 

I remain with regard, gentlemen, your most obed't serv't, ' 

ISAAC McKIM . 

C. Crook, Jr. fit Brothers. 



Washington, March 23, 1824. 

Gentlemen, — Y ours of this date is received — no later than 
yesterday I had a conversation with the Secretary of the Navy 
respecting your Cotton Duck — the Secretary still promises to 
make the experiment, but as yet has not done it — Captain Cur- 
tis, of the Yellott, being here, I mentioned to the Secretary 
that I thought it would be well, to have some conversation with 
him on the subject ; to which he agreed, and Capt. Curtis wait* % 
ed on him accordingly yesterday, and explained to him fully 
his opinion of the Cotton Canvass. — Nothing can be hurried 
here ; they must have their own time ; and I think it quite un- 
certain whether the Secretary will purchase any — at any rate 
none will be bought until the experiment is made, and when 
that will take place depends on the Secretary. I have done all 
in my power to forward your sale of the Duck, as I think it 
would be of advantage to the nation, and shall continue so to 
do. I remain very respectfully, gentlemen,. 

Your most obedH serv,'t, 

ISAAC McKIM. 

C. Crook, Jr. & Brothers. 
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Baltmore, January 28, 1825. 

This is to certify, that for two voyages, one of which to 
Smyrna, in the schooner YeUott, I have used the Cotton Can- 
vass, and prefer it decidedly to any other— -it wears better and 
holds wind better, whereby a vessel will sail much faster, and 
it does not mildew more than any other canvass. 

Signed, H. & CURTIS. 

C. Crook, Jr. fc Brothers. 



Baltimore, Sis* January, 1835. 

Gentlemenr+We have no hesitation in stating, that when we 
were fitting our ship Galen for an India voyage in August last* 
we made all the enquiry that we possibly could, respecting sail 
cloth ; and from the information which we received from those 
who had made use of Cotton Sail Cloth manufactured at your 
establishment, we were induced to give it a decided preference 
over any. other then in the market, which was at that period 
well supplied with Holland, Russia, and other descriptions. 
We are, gentlemen, your's very respectfully, 

WM. WILSON & SONS. 

C* Crook, Jr. & Brothers. 



Baltimore, January 31«f, 1825. 

Gentlemen,— li affords me much pleasure to say, that from 
all the information I have been able to collect, from persons of 

# -great experience, who have been in the habit of using Cotton 
Sail Cloth manufactured at your establishment in Baltimore, in 
addition to the knowledge I have of the article myself, I have 
been induced to give it a decided preference over any other 
canvass in the market. As a proof that I hold it in high esti- 
mation I will barely mention, that we have a ship of five thou- 
sand bbls. burthen, owned by myself, Mr. Malloy, and Capt. 
Kelly, launched in September last at this port, and now on a 
voyage to the Pacific Ocean, which is entirely fitted (as regard 
bails) with Cotton Cloth from your manufactory, with the ex- 

, ception of a few very light sails. Your's respectfully, 

ELISHA TYSON 
C. Crook, Jr. & Brothers. 
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Baltimore, February ltf, 1825. 

Genthnunr-Jn compliance with your request, to give you 
information respecting Cotton Duck, I have to inform you, that 
I have used that article on vessels, from the year 1813, up to 
this time, when it could be obtained in this market. In 1812, 
I got as much from Massachusetts as made two suits of sails j 
although it was not well manufactured, I found it to wear ex- 
tremely well, and to have very valuable qualities, that hempen 
canvass had not. I found it much less liable to chafe \ it wears 
more even, and keeps close in its texture, until it is entirely 
worn out. A sail of Cotton Duck will hold the wind quite as 
well when it is two4hirds worn, as when it is new. In hempen 
canvass it is well known that after it is half worn, that the most 
of the wind escapes. I have lately obtained some Cotton Duck, 
manufactured by you, which is far superior in my opinion to 
any thing I have ever seen of the kind ; although I have not had 
it sufficient time to prove entirely the wear, of it, I am fully per- 
suaded that it will be found equal, if not superior to hempen 
canvass made in any country. I am extremely anxious to hear 
of the Cotton Canvass having a trial by our experienced Officers 
in the Navy, who would be much better able to judge of its 
quality. _ _, 

Some persons wilt say that if is more ttablelo mildew than 
hemp ; but I am of a different opinion from the experience I 
have had. Signed, B. MEZICK. 

C. Crook, Jr. & BrotJhis. 



Navy Commissioners'* Office, 23<2 May, 1825. 

Gentlemen, — The Commissioners of the Navy have directed 
the Navy-Agent at Baltimore to receive from you 109 bolts of 
No. I, of your Cotton Canvass. 

As it is intended to give this Canvass a fair test, by having an 
experimental trial of it made on board the frigate Constellation, 
corvette John Adams, and three sloops of war, they advise that 
the Canvass be of the best quality. 

I am, gentlemen, respectfully your obed't serv't, * 

W. BAINBRIDGE. 

C. Crook, Jr. & Brothers. 

Norfolk, October 7, 1826. 

Gentlemen, — 1 have directed Captain Wilkinson to report 
fully and particularly, the strength and durability of the Cotton 
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main topsail, furnished that ship last year. It was bent on the 
1st November, worn seven weeks in very stormy wet weather, 
(four of them at sea) and was then handled in the Gosport Navy 
Yard where it remained about the same length of time, and was 
again bent on her preparation for sea in February. When I last 
saw the ship (in June) it was then in use, and was reported to 
be in good condition. 

From the whole I have seen of that sail, I am inclined to think 
favorably of the article for sails, and to believe that we have no 
cause to fear its greater combustibility than canvass made of 
hemp; it stands flapping and chafing, as well, if not better, than 
sails commonly do of other materials. 

Signed, S. WARRINGTON. 

C. Crook, Jr. & Brothers. 



Copy of a letter from Com, Jesse D. Elliott, to the Marquis 
of Paranagua, Minister of Marine of Brazil. United 
States 9 Ship Cyane, Harbor of Rio de Janeiro, JWh>. 27, 
1826. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of you? 
two notes of the 94th inst, with the box containing the fibrous, 
substances said to be useful in the arrangement of the various 
ringing applicable to the fitment of a ship of war. Of the utility 
of this material I have no doubt,' whdl used for cables and other 
ground tackle, and thd various running rigging of a ship of war. 
At the same time, f feel well convinced, that for the purposes of 
standing rigging it will be found to yield too much to both the 
pressure of the mast, and the. various densities of the atmosphere, 
with which it will be constantly- called upon to contend. 

With a disposition to interchange specimens of such mate- 
rials, the product of our own continent, of which you possess the 
most beauteous part, I beg leave to tender- you two specimens 
of the kind of canvass of the staple of both Brazil and North 
America. One is new, and is a fab-simile of the main topsail of 
several heavy sloops of war, which we have recently constructed, 
launched and equipped for sea; one of which, the Boston, now 
in this port, has had the main topsail in constant use for nine 
months, and the officer in command of the vessel unhesitatingly 
declares it infinitely superior to the European hempen canvass. 
The second is a piece of a lighter sail, and condemned after hav- 
u cr been in constant use four years v 
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To a mind like yours, adorned with equal experience and in- 
formation, I conceive it entirely useless to enter into any further 
details. 

I beg leave to subscribe, with great personal consideration and 
esteem, your very obedient and faithful friend, 

Signed, JESSE T). ELLIOTT. 

V. S. Ship John Adams, Pensacola Bay, Feb. 5th, 1827. 

Sw% — In reply to your letter of the 21st December, which I 
this day received, immediately on my arrival here, 1 had only a 
main topsail of Cotton, that was bent at Norfolk, in March last, 
and has been in constant use nearly the whole time since - t my 
ship has been actually at sea two hundred and forty days, and 
sailed eighteen thousand and five hundred and eighty-seven 
miles in the above period; including the hurricane months 
which were excessively . boisterous, and this ship requiring the 
main topsail, it was always carried as long as practicable. 

The injuries which topsails sustain from frequent reefing, &c. 
is well known by the Navy Commissioners. I have h ad the 
above mentioned topsail middle-stitched to strengthen the serv- 
ing which had given way in several places, and I now pronounce 
It as good as it ever was, having this day examined it minutely to 
enable me to make this rejx>rt. 

Cotton sails hold more wind, are much more pliable and easily 
handled, and upon the whole I think highly ©f them for square 
sails. Signed* J, WILKINSON. 

C Crook, Jr. 



Ship Galen, Baltimore, 15th February, 1B27. 

I do hereby certify, that the above ship, under my command, 
has had, for upwards of two years, a full suit of Cotton Canvass 
manufactured by Mr. Charles Crook, Jr. of Baltimore ; during 
which time the Galen has performed one voyage to the East 
Indies, and a voyage to the Pacific, — the principal part of my 
sail are the same that were first bent of said canvass, and I arn 
©f opinion they are now sufficient for another India voyage. 

THOJTAS BEVAN. 



BalHnwre T March 26fft, 1827. 

Sir ■, — The ship Peruvian, built at this port in 1'824V burthen 
upwards of 5008 barrels, of which I was (until lately) part own* 
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er, was fitted, as regards sails, with Cotton Canvass manufac- 
tured at your establishment in this city, with which she made 
two voyages to the Pacific Ocean, and is now on her third voy- 
age ta Gibraltar and South America, with her original sails, ex- 
cept a few light ones. It is the opinion of the Captain, who is 
part owner, and mine also, that Cotton Canvass is far prefera- 
ble, and much more durable, than any other heretofore used. 
I am the better convinced of this fact from having another ship, 
(the Hope) in the same trade, which was fitted with Holland 
and Russia duck sails, which although nearly new, previous to 
her departure from home on her last voyage^ scarcely lasted to 
the Pacific and back. 

Being so entirely convinced from experience, of the decided 
superiority of Cotton Duck, I give it the preference in all cases, 
and should be highly gratified if the Government could be pre- 
vailed on, to use it on our ships of war, as they would unques- 
tionably find it much to their advantage. 

C. Crook, Jr. ELISHA TYSON. 



Baltimore , lOth January, 1858. 

I hereby certify, that the ship Galen under my command, 
performed a voyage to Batavia, Amsterdam, and back to Balti- 
more, with an entire new suit of Cotton Duck sails, which duck 
was manufactured by Mr. Charles Crook, Jr^ of the city of Bal- 
timore. I was ordered to the Pacific and back to Baltimore. 
I was again ordered to Matanzas, Amsterdam, and back to Bal- 
timore. The Galen was again ordered to Matanzas, from thence 
to St. Petersburg, Russia, and home, and is now on her second 
voyage to the Pacific ; and I am of opinion that the original Cot- 
ton Duck sails are quite sufficient for the said second voyage to 
the Pacific, and will now wear longer than a new suit of Holland 
duck. THOMAS BEVAN. 



Exit act of a letter from Ca*t. Woolsbt, dated Pensacola, 
8th March, 1828.. 

Sir, — In answer to your letter of 20th December, relating to 
the Cotton main-topsail, I have to remark that it had laid in 
store a long time in Key-West before it was received on board 
the Constellation ; one or two of the middle cloths near the 
head of* the sail were damaged io store> and had soon to be 
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mended, but the rest of the sail has had a fair test in all weath- 
ers ; is now bent, and still continues good. For the West In- 
dia service, I think Canvass of that description as good as hemp- 
en ; and for all the high sails, I think cotton equal in all respects 
to hempen in any climate. 
C. Crook, Jr. 



Baltimore, ^d March, 1828. 

We the undersigned, owners, masters, and sail-makers of the 
city of Baltimore, certify that the ship Peruvian of this port, 
was completely clothed with Cotton Duck, manufactured by 
Charles Crook, Jr., of Baltimore, and that it is now upwards 
of three years in service, during which time the Peruvian has 
been three voyages to the Pacific Ocean and back to this port, 
notwithstanding it is our unanimous opinion that the said cloth- 
ing is quite sufficient for a voyage to South America. 

MATTHEW KELLY. WILLIAM GRAY. 

THOMAS A. LANE. B. MEZICK. 

EDWARD HOLBROOK. 



Copy of a letter from J. Edward Calhoun, Lieut. U. 8. JW 
vy, to Mr. C. Crook, Jr., of Baltimore, dated Aug. 13, lg29. 

Sir, — In reply to your inquiry concerning the main-topsail, 
made of Cotton Duck, which was used by the Boston sloop of 
war during her last cruize on the coast of Brazil for a period of 
more than three years, I have to state, that it was bent oftener 
than any other main-topsail in every kind of weather, and that 
at the termination of the cruize it was the best sail in the ship. 
I know that the commander of the Boston, judging from that 
single specimen of the Cotton Canvass on board, agrees with 
me in opinion, that it is stronger, holds wind better, lasts lon- 
ger, and is not more liable to mildew than the canvass made of 
hemp. 

Copy of a letter from Isaac IVtfcKiM, Esq. to Warren R. Da- 
vis, Esq., dated Baltimore, August 15th, 1829. 

Sir^ — I received this morning, your letter of the 13th instant,, 
requesting my experience and opinion respecting Cotton Duck, 
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which I shall give with great candor, as I have no interest in the 
use of Cotton Duck farther than the general interest of the coun- 
try. Having been constantly engaged in the shipping business 
as owner, for about 30 years past, and particularly in fast sail- 
ing Baltimore Schooners, my attention has been constantly ap- 
plied to whatever would improve their speed in sailing, as. those 
vessels are generally employed in such voyages where every 
thing depends on fast sailing ; and when the British Orders in 
Council were in force, France was principally supplied with 
colonial produce by this description of vessels under French 
Imperial permits — and sometimes I have been under the neces- 
sity of standing my own underwriter to the amount of $100,000 
on a single vessel— ^-thus situated, every attention was bestow- 
ed on the outfit of the vessel, but at this time I was not acquaint- 
ed with the great value of Cotton Duck. It was during our 
late war with Great Britain, that it began to be introduced, and 
my first knowledge of it was in about 1813, byl>eing used on 
a Baltimore schooner called the Tuckahoe^ and which vessel, 
in consequence, had the reputation of outsailing all the other 
Baltimore schooners. — In 1815 I built two fine schooners, bur- 
then about 200 tons each, the one called the Tropic, and the 
other the Plattsburg ; both those vessel's principal sails were 
made of Cotton Duck, and fully answered expectation as tar as 
heard from, both being uncommon fast sailing vessels, and in 
which I consider the Cotton Duck had a principal share — m the 
year 1823 I built the fast sailing schooner Yellott, burthen 
about 180 tons, and this vessel's sails are entirely made of Cot- 
ton, both light and heavy sails; her, reputation for fast sailing 
is not exceeded* if equalled by any vessel of her class. She 
has made two voyages round Cape Horn with Cotton Duck, and 
two to Smyrna; none but Cotton Duck has ever been used dur- 
ing those voyages ; and so fully satisfied am I with Cotton Duck, 
that I shaH never permit any other to be used on board my ves- 
sels, as I am fully convinced that it is far superior tp all other 
duck, without exception. 

In the first place, the cost is rather under the best Holland 
duck— second, that it will outlast any other duck, as it never 
mildews — third,, that a vessel with a suit of Cotton Duck sails 
will sail nearly a mile per hour faster than with sails of any oth- 
er description — this fact is so well established, that all the fast 
sailing boats in the Chesapeake Bay, as Mr. IJooper, a respec- 
table sail-maker of this place, has just informed me, have no- 
other sails than Cotton Duck. Mr. James Cooper, ahighly re- 
spectable pilot for the port of Charlestons has informed me in. a. 
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conversation respecting Cotton Duck, within a few days past, 
that be was obliged to use Cotton Duck in self defence, as he 
found the other Pilot Boat* laid nearer Xo the wind with Cotton 
Thick sails and outsailed his boat ; but when he put the Cotton 
Duck on her, he outsailed them. Captain Kelly's fine ship Pe- 
ruvian, built in this port has made four voyages .round Cape 
Horn with no other sails than Cotton Duck — he prefers it to all 
other canvass, as to its lasting and increasing the sailing of his 
ship. I saw a sail on board the other day, which had made 
the above voyages, and looked quite well — he has promised me 
a certificate respecting the wear of the Peruvian's sails, which 
when received I will send to you. 

I am much pleased to hear that die Secretary of the Navy has 
it in contemplation to make an experiment of Cotton Duck. I 
am fully persuaded that it will succeed if attempted, and that it 
will be a great step for the country, the Navy, and all concern- 
ed. As it respects the Navy, it will give them the capacity of 
outsailing or catching their enemies as .may best suit the occa- 
sion ; but I hope the experiment will be fairly made, that is, let 
, a sloop of war or a frigate have an entire suit of sails (both hea^ 
vy and light sails) made of Cotton Duck, and go out in compa- 
ny with another sloop of war or frigate with the canvass now in 
use in the Navy 1 , and have a triaJi of sailing — after this has been 
done, let the vessel with the Cotton Duck sails unbend tikeffl 
and put to the yards the canvass now in use, when the difference 
in point of sailing will be perceived. As for the cost of the ex- 
periment, it is not worth mentioning — the sails will not be lost, 
and in justice to the country the experiment out to be made 
without delay ; there is only one objection to the use of Cotton 
Duck, which requires consideration ; and that is, whether it is 
more likely to take fire in time of action than other canvass — in 
answer to this, I say, let a fair experiment be made at the Navy 
Yard, Washington, under the inspection of the President, Se- 
cretary, and all concerned. My plan would be to have an old 
mast rigged with shrouds, &c. with a fore-yard and Cotton 
Duck sail affixed thereto, and a similar mast and fore-yard with 
foresail affixed to the canvass now in use by the Navy — then let 
as many 24 pounders be fired at those sails at such distance as 
the wad would strike, and see which sail caught fire first-— the 
only way to meet objections is to have the experiment made to 
test them. As to the strength of yarns by weight, I am not ac- 
quainted with that manner of trying ; but if a principal sail will 
make two voyages round Cape Horn, or the Cape ofGood Hope, 
I want no further wear out of it, as it has then more than dose 
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its full duty— the mere fact that a vessel with Cotton Buck sails, 
will sail faster than with any other capvass, is sufficient tocover 
a great many objections ; hut I maintain, it is cheaper and bet- 
ter in every other respect besides the price of the cloths — 
Beat Cotton Duek~~No. 1, 40 cts. per yard, 22 inches wide. 
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r think No. 1, rather too heavy for the Navy, as it weighs 
nearly a pound to the yard of 22 inches wide- I, however, 
make use of this number for the schooner Yelkrtt's three lower 
sails. As for cotton rope* I am sorry that it Is not hi my power 
to give you any information respecting it, as I have never seen 
any of it used. As for cotton rope or yarn that is exposed to 
the air for a length of time, I should think it would do H great 
injury.— Plenty of first quality Cotton Duck can be had here. — 
With the best wishes for your success, and a tender of any fur- 
ther information to tAy power, 



Baltimore, Angurt 24J&, 18&fr. 

" Sit) — I take the liberty of recommending to yon Crooks 
Cotton Canvass. I had a suit of sails made of it for my ship 
Peruvian, in 1824, which were in constant use for three years ; 
and at the end of that period, after making three voyages to 
Lima and back, the sails would, in. my opinion, last a voyage 
to South America. From thirty-five year's experience, I have 
never found canvass to equal it, as to durability, and the pro- 
filing of vessels. 
.. I am, respectfully, Sir, your obedient servant, 

MATTHEW KELLY. 
Isaac McKim, Esq., Baltimore. 

Baltimore^ August 25&, 1829. 

Dear Sir,—- 1 received yours of the 22d mst., relative to the 
use of Cotton Duck. I have made use of Cotton Duck for the 
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last teto yet**, and tin confident that it is the best duck, for 
sails of any description : it will last much longer, and retain 
its thickness to the last, and costs less than either Russia or 
Holland, ft is used by three-fourths of the ships owned at 
this port. My brig, Pacific, has a suit of Cotton Duck, a part 
of which is now on her, of No. 8, 4, 7 & 8, now on a voyage 
to Rio-Janeiro, which has been in constant use (except the lit- 
tle time she has been in port) for thirty-four months, without 
a shift-sail ; or, in other words, one to supply their places. — 
Had I forty sail of ships, I should use it for them in preference 
to any other duck. 

i am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WUff. H. CQNKUNG. 
Lieut. Thos.R-Gedney, Washington. 



Baltimore, Sept, 9th, 1829. 

I have used the Cotton Duck made by Mr. Charles Crook, Jr. 
since December, 1823, and found it to last a longer time than 
any other canvass, and generally give the preference to Cotton 
Canvass. WALTER PRICE. 



Extract of a letter from, Commodore J. D. Elliott, to the Se- 
cretary of the Navy, dated New- York, Sept. fr, 1829. 

Sir, — Conformably with your order of the 4th inst., I have 
the honor to apprise you of my arrival at New-York, and that 
I am in readiness to proceed to my ulterior point of destination. 
The commandant of the Navy-Yard has not yet received all the 
canvass necessary for the completion of an entire suit of sails 
for the Peacock. That on hand will be in readiness for the 
purposes of the ship one week hence ; and as it is important 
I should reach Pensacola at an early period, I would suggest 
that the ship be permitted to proceed, and that the remainder 
of her sails follow in the Erie. 

Prejudice existing in the minds of some against the intro- 
duction of Cotton Canvass, (but with whom I am disposed to 
differ) I do most earnestly solicit that for each of the ships at- 
tached to the squadron under my command, you will cause 
to be made a mainsail, a main-topsai), a main-top-gallant saii f 
a main royal, two maintop-gallant studding sails, a main 
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storm staysail, a mizen stay sail, a lower studding sail, two 
foretop-mast studding sails, a fore and maintop-mast stay sail, 
and a jib ; and that a fore sail, a square sail, a foretop sail, 
and a jib, with hammock cloths, hammocks, and bags proper- 
ly sewed and fitted, be sent out for each of the schooners. — 
The kinds of sails just mentioned have been enumerated, be- 
cause most worn. 

By complying with my solicitation, you will be enabled to 
obtain the united information of all the officers of the differ- 
ent grades, attached to the squadron, and who are supposed 
to represent different sections of the Union, being natives of 
different States. 

The enclosed copy of a letter, which I had occasion to address 
to the Marquis of Paranagua, Minister of Marine of Brazil, and 
in which my views touching the utility of Cotton Canvass for the 
purpose alluded to, are fully explained, is herewith submitted 
to your consideration. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to subscribe, your obedient 
servant, Signed, J. D. ELLIOTT. 

Hon. John Branch, Secretary of the Navy y Washington. 



Extract of a letter from the Hon. John Branch, Secretary of 
the Navy, to Com. Jesse D. Elliott, dated the 15th of Sep- 
tember, 1829. 

Sir, — Your favor of the 9th instant has been received; and 
duly appreciating the importance of the subject to which it re- 
fers, I have not neglected to bestow the most deliberate consi- 
deration on its contents. 

That prejudices should exist against the introduction into the 
Naval service, of an article, the practical importance of which has 
not been fully tested by experience is not to be wondered at. 
If. however, the contemplated innovation be an improvement, 
these prejudices must necessarily give way to experiments which 
shall demonstrate the value and importance of the discovery. 

I am much pleased, on this occasion, to have the benefits of 
your aid, in giving a fair trial to the merits of the proposed sub- 
stitute for the canvass now used in the United States' Navy. 

You may rely upon the best efforts of the Department to af- 
ford you an opportunity of making this trial, under circumstances 
the most favorable to their success ; nnd that your requisitions 
for the Cotton sails, hammocks, &c, shall be complied with, as 
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speedily as they can be prepared, and if not ready to be put on 
board the Peacock before her necessary departure from the 
United States, they shall be forwarded to the squadron by the 
Erie, or by some other safe conveyance. 

Wishing you a successful cruize and safe return, I remain 
very respectfully, &c. 

Signed, JOHN BRANCH. 

Com. Jesse D. Elliott, JVcw-ForAr. 



Brown's Hotel y Sept. 19, 1829. 

Mr, Davis, of South Carolina, presents his respects to the 
Secretary of the Navy, and requests his permission to be fur- 
nished with such further testimony on the subject of Cotton 
Duck as may be on file in his department, the publication of 
which would not be incompatible with the interest of the ser- 
vice. 



Navy Department, Sept, 21**, 1829. 

The Secretary of the Navy has the honor, agreeably to the 
request of Mr. Davis, of South Carolina, dated the 19th inst. to 
transmit copies of correspondence on the subject of Cotton 
Duck. 



Baltimore, 21*t October, 1829. 

fifoy— I received your note of this morning too late to an- 
swer it, with a hope of its reaching you before you left town. 

I have had several free and full conversations with Captain 
Kelly, of the ship Peruvian, a very respectable and intelligent 
ship master out of this port — who speaks in the highest terms 
of praise of. your Cotton Duck, as far surpassing, in every par- 
ticular, any canvass, either Hempen or Cotton, he has ever 
seen. 

Captain Messick, also, a highly respectable gentleman and 
experienced seaman, confirms in levery particular what Captain 
Kelly had before stated to me of the excellence of your duck — 
but declines from motives of delicacy, giving any opinion of 
the comparative value of the canvass manufactured by you* with 
that manufactured by other persons in our country. ^ 

5* o 
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I cannot close this communication without expressing to you 
the great satisfaction afforded me, from the examination of your 
establishment, and the beautiful specimens of Cotton Duck ex- 
hibited on that occasion — with the expression of a firm belief 
that ere long, this important article will be generally adopted, , 
both in the public and private marine of the country. 

Wishing you success, I am your most obedient servant, 

HENRY E. BALLARD. 

C. Crook, Jr. 



JVafly Commissioners' Office, SOth October, 1829. 

Sir] — The Commissioners of the Navy having tested the 
several samples of Cotton Duck offered under their late adver- 
tisement, find that yours is the strongest. They therefore ac- 
cept your offer to furnish the quantities required by their adver- 
tisement, less eight hundred and thirty-four yards of number one, 
with the understanding that none of it shall be in any respect in- 
ferior to the sample, and that the whole shall be as much better 
as it may be in your power to make it — a contract will be pre- 
pared and forwarded to the Navy Agent for your signature. 
Tou will have each piece of the number one, marked in the cen- 
tre of die piece, with your name in four places equidistant from 
the ends. 

Inform the Commissioners when the delivery will be made. 
I am, very respectfully, Sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN RODGERS 

Mr. Charles Crook, Jr., Baltimore. 



Philadelphia, December 5, 1 829. 

I have worked up into sails a considerable quantity of Mr. C 
Crook's Cotton Duck, and give it a decided preference over aoj 
other Cotton Canvass that has come under my notice, and cfaj 
not therefore hesitate to recommend it as the best Cotton Duel 
now ia use* JAMES FORTEN. I 



Philadelphia^ December 5, 1829. I 

We have sold Mr. C. Grook*s Ocrtton Cfcnvass fat Siree yea 
past, and have always heard it spoken of with app r obati o n , bdt 
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by sail makers and masters of vessels, and during that period 
liave never heard a complaint or objection urged agakist its 
quality. HAVEN & SMITHS. 



Baltimore, Sept. 4th, 1829. 

This is to certify, that we have been engaged for five or six 
years past, in working up Cotton Duck made at the factory of 
Mr. Charles Crook, Jr., and we are decidedly of opinion, that 
Mr. Charles Crook's Duck made in Baltimore, is equal to any we 
have seen — and are of opinion that it will last as long as any 
other. It holds out in the measurement to the number of yards 
stamped on each bolt. BUCK & HEDRICK . 



Pimlico Factory, Dec. SOth, 1829. 

Dear, Sir, — Being acquainted generally with the manufacture 
of cotton goods of different fabrics, in Europe and America, and 
confined to the article of Cotton Duck for upwards of three years, 
I have no hesitation in saying it is my opinion, that from the pe- 
culiar plan adopted in the manufacture of your duck, (in my 
mind unknown to any other concern,) it is more durable than 
any other, and am confirmed in this opinion by the unanimous 
testimony of many experienced individuals, which has from time 
to time come under my observation. 

FRANCIS HART. 
Mr. Charles Crook, Jr. 
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